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Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 




Crawford, Lawrence Holtby 
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Harlebeke New British 


link 


P.P.C.L.I. 
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West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 
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Plot 1 3 Row A Grave 1 8 
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link 


Burial 23 July 1924 
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Grave Stone Inscription 
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Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other (I.R.C. Geneva) 
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Reporting and Review 


10 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 13 Row A Grave 18 in the Harlebeke 
British Cemetery lists an UNKNOWN CANADIAN SOLDIER P.P.C.L.I June 4, 1916. 

The evidence is clear that the remains in this location are those of Private Lawrence 
Crawford #475812 who died as a Prisoner of War near Bezirk Zillebeke 4 June 1916. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 13 Row AS Grave 18 are those of 
Private Lawrence Crawford of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry who died 
as a Prisoner of War in on or shortly after June 4, 1 91 6. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death file for Private Lawrence Holtby Crawford reports that 
he was “previously reported missing 24-6-16, now officially reported died while 
Prisoner of War in the neighbourhood of Zillebeke. It further states that he was 
buried at Bezirk (Attachment #1). The date of 24 June 1916 was carried forward 
to the CWGC records, which should be changed to 4 June 1916. 

2. The Canadian Graves Register confirms the report and notes that no information 
on the burial was recorded as of April 30, 1921 . As such, his name was recorded 
on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial as a Canadian soldier who had no known 
grave (Attachment #2). 

3. The War Diary of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (P.P.C.L.I.) 
details the actions of the unit at the time of the death of Private Crawford 
(Attachment #3). It is clear from that report that the unit was under a relentless 
barrage of shell fire, in addition to rifle and machine gun fire (Attachment #3). It 
was during this period that Private Crawford was captured, or recovered 
wounded by the German forces after the battle. 

4. At the time of the action on June 3, 1 91 6 the P.P.C.L.I. was in the Ypres Salient 
on the west of Sanctuary Wood, as shown in Nicholson Map 4b (Attachment #4). 
The Battle of Mont Sorrel (2-13 June 1916) saw the PPCLI holding the Sanctuary 
Wood sector. During its stout defence against the German attack 2-4 June, the 
Regiment suffered grievously. 

5. Among the confirmed casualties reported for the P.P. C.L.I. were 2 officers and 
45 men taken prisoner. On the Menin Gate from this action are a 143 officers and 
men listed. Two of names are of soldiers taken prisoner and who died in German 
hands. The men were: 

a. Private William SMEDLEY #21521 

b. Private Lawrence Holtby CRAWFORD #475812 

Private William SMEDLEY 21521 was reported missing in action 2-4 June 1916. 
A report dated 17 August 1916 was received saying he had died as a prisoner of 
war on 13 June 1916 at Ledgehem, Belgium. Private Lawrence Holtby 
CRAWFORD 475812 was reported as missing in action 3 June 1916. He was 
reported as having died as a prisoner of war Bezirk Zillebeke 4 June 1 91 6. 

We know from the Circumstance of Death file that only Private Crawford was 
exhumed from a site near Bezirk Zillebeke, thus excluding Private Smedley. 
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All of the other PPCLI prisoners of war (4 officers and 75 men) have been 
confirmed by known grave or having survived the war in previous research. 

( Source : Chapter 8 Behind Enemy Lines 1915-1918, With the Patricia’s in 
Flanders 1914-1918). 

6. The International Committee of the Red Cross (I.C.R.C.) in Geneva, Switzerland 
maintains historical archives of the “ Prisoners of the First World War ”. Within 
those archives we found the record related to Private Crawford (Attachment #6). 
With translation, this confirms that Private Crawford died in captivity and was 
buried at Bezirk Zillebeke. 

7. The Graves Registration Report Form lists an UNKNOWN CANADIAN SOLDIER 
P.P.C.L.I June 4, 1916 as being buried in Plot 1 3 Row A Grave 1 8 at the 
Harlebeke New British Cemetery (Attachment #7). The reported CWGC date is 
June 24, 1916. 

8. The concentration report reveals the PPCLI body was brought from Gheluwe 
German Cemetery (approximately 9 kms SE of Ypres). The PPCLI soldier had 
died in German hands 4 June 1916 and was buried in German grave #276 
(Attachment #8). Graves 12 through 17 are also the remains of Canadians who 
were buried in that location, all of whom were named. All were identified by a 
“G.B. List & Cross”. 

9. The area where Private Crawford was buried is some distance from the area 
where he was taken Prisoner of War, identified on the burial return at the 
Gheluwe German Military Cemetery as depicted on the 1916 trench map Sheet 
28.q4.d.5.5. Private Smedley was buried at Ledeghem (now Ledegem) 6 km to 
the Northeast of Gheluwe, as illustrated by the 2015 Google Earth image. The 
Harlebeke New British Cemetery is just east of Ypres at Sheet 28 HI 2 d.9.9 
(Attachment #9). 



Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 

The evidence is clear that the only candidate for the remains buried at the Harlebeke 
British Cemetery in Plot 13 Row A Grave 18 is Private Lawrence Crawford. The only 
other candidate was buried elsewhere and far from the remains of Crawford. All other 
P.P.C.L.I. POWs are accounted for at this time. Private Crawford died on or about 4 
June 1915 while in German hands. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
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ATTACHMENT #3 



http://data2.collectionscanada.ca/e/e043/e001 072551 .jpg 



June 2nd, 1916. 

At 3.30 a.m. the enemy began shelling our front line 
and supports. This gradually increased to an intense 
bombardment from H.E. shells and trench mortars. The 
bombardr.ent lasted for five hours when it was lifted and 
an infantry attack followed. The enemy succeeded in 
capturing the front line of our right company fTo. 1 
The garrison having been almost annihiliated. Our left 
company Wo. 2 succeeded in holding their trench and 
stopped an enemy bombing attack. Our sup ; orts held, on 
the right , t^rhe greater part of Warrington Avenue and 
Lovers Lane to Border Lane, and on the left, the "R" 
series of tenches. Our casualties were aeavy. In the 
evening the enemy evidently suspected a counter attack 
as they opened up ra id machine gun and rifle fire and 
an intense barrage in our rear. Water and food supply 
low, 

June 3rd. 1916. 

About midnight 2/3 the enemy in the same manner showed 
nervousness and again at daybreak on the third when the 
barrage was kept up for about eighty- five minutes. The 
forty-nint> battalion made u counter attack from our 
trenches about nine a.m. which was not successful 
bring held up by machine gun and rifle fire. It resulted 
however, in our improving our positions. The enemy 
shelled our positions considerably during the day and 
in the evening, as usual, showed considerable nervousness 
and fear of counter attacks by opening up their barrage 
of rifle, machine gun and shell fire. 

June 4th, 1916. 

Shelling continued all day but our casualties were not 
severe. At daybreak the 43rd Bn. came up on our right 
and the 60th on our left to relieve us but as it was 
too light the relief was postponed until evening when 
the 49th n and ourselves were relieved by the 60)} 
and 43rd Bns. The battalion as relieved marched to the 
Asylum via the Lille gate and were conveyed to "C" camp 
by Kotor Lorry. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 
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ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #6 




verstarben = died; beerdigt = buried; gemeldet = reported 
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ATTACHMENT #7 
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ATTACHMENT #8 
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This form to be made out in triplicate, two copies being handed to the D. A. D. (C. of G.) and the other retained bv the Burial Officer. 



Zillebek Sector 
June 1916 



ATTACHMENT #9 



1915 Trench Map and 2015 Google Earth Satellite Image 
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ATTACHMENT #10 



This “Reporting and Review/’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Head Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Stephen Newman 


Private Researcher 
Bellewaerde House Publications 


s-newman@shaw.ca 


Report Author 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton@lauahton.ca 


Reviewer 
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